
                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                              

 

 

Councillor Ayfer Orhan 

Cabinet Member for Children & Young People 

London Borough of Enfield 

Civic Centre 

Enfield 

EN1 3XY 

        28 March 2013 

 

 

 

Dear Councillor Orhan, 

 

Provision of Primary School Places – Walker School 
 

You will have seen a copy of the letter I sent to the Chair of Governors of Walker School following 

resolutions raised by concerned parents at the AGM of our Association. 

 

To reiterate from that letter, our Association represents residents living in the area bounded by 

Bourne Hill N13, The Bourne N14, High Street N14, Cannon Hill N14, Aldermans Hill N13 and 

Green Lanes N13. In all, we currently have over 570 member households. 

 

The resolutions were as follows: 

 

“The first resolution pointed out the very serious difficulty parents in the Association’s area are 

having in getting their children into local primary schools. They may find themselves having to 

travel to the other side of the Borough. The resolution asked the FLDRA to actively campaign for 

increased provision in the area; this was unanimously agreed. It was also asked that the FLDRA 

should ask Walker School to reconsider its decision to turn down funding from the Council to 

expand the school; this was also unanimously agreed.” 

 

You will see that the first resolution, unanimously agreed, was that the FLDRA “actively campaign 

for increased provision in the area.” 

 

There are now no roads within our area that come within the Walker School priority zone for 2012 

(0.175 miles), we assume that the zone will be even less for 2013. The only school actually within 

the area is St Monica’s, which is a Roman Catholic school, its catchment area is calculated by the 

distance from the church in Green Lanes and therefore places at that school are at a premium. 

 

Whilst we have some sympathy with the Governing body of Walker and the decision they reached, 

this does not help, in any way, parents of young children living in our area. The simple fact is that 

there is no primary school provision for local children, other than a faith school, within walking 

distance of the area we cover. 
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In my letter to the Walker Governors I noted that it is a well-known fact that parents ‘cheat’ the 

admissions system by taking short term lets on flats within the priority area until such time as their 

child is accepted and then return to their actual residence. I also noted that, indeed, I know of one 

such recent case myself, where a parent, living in Ulleswater Road N14 did just that, and is now 

back in Ulleswater. 

 

I also noted that it is obvious from the numbers of cars around the school at start and end of the 

school day that few parents live within the priority area.  

 

Our Association believes that it is important that a primary school should contain a high proportion 

of children living in the local community so that those children can walk to school, socialise with 

their friends after school and feel part of that community. 

 

You may well suggest that there are sufficient places Borough wide to accept local children, an 

argument I have heard at an Area Forum. However, this is totally unrealistic if we are to end up 

with cars criss-crossing the Borough taking children to Primary schools. It will only end up with 

more pressures on the already busy road network and obviously an increase in pollution, which will 

be harmful to all young children in the area. You have recently noted in a recent letter to the local 

press that  “The expansion of George Spicer School is part of a multi million pound primary school 

expansion programme across the Borough” It would appear that little of this budget is being 

targeted towards this area. 

 

A recent Audit Office Report noted various areas of concern in relation to heightened demand for 

primary school places. One of these being that by September 2014 an extra 256,000 primary and 

secondary school places will be needed to meet demand. Of these, 240,000 are required in primary 

schools with more that a third (37%) needed in London alone.  

 

We are keen to promote this area as one for families, particularly with young children, as they are 

often, or will become, the lifeblood of a community. We do not want to see the area gradually turn 

into one where the community consists mainly of the retired or families without young children and 

where many properties are let on a short-term basis. We try to promote the area on a positive basis, 

well worth considering for those families with young children, but the lack of school places is 

having a detrimental effect.  

 

We also have major concerns regarding the effect of the added pressures as a whole in the years to 

come with the massive developments around the North Circular area and redevelopment of the 

estates in the Arnos Grove area. All of which could have knock-on effects to the local schools. 

 

Would you please note our concerns over this issue, and can we urge you to not only continue 

dialogue with Walker School, but also to do all you can to add to the provision of school places in 

this area. Parents of young children should not have to live under the continuing pressure of 

desperately trying to find a school place for their children, particularly those who genuinely live 

within the school’s priority area. 

 

We would also ask that schools be encouraged to incorporate much more stringent procedures when 

deciding whether or not applications are genuine.  

 

Rather trite I know, but how about a starting point of “Local Schools for Local Children” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

You will already be aware of, and invited to, a meeting that we are facilitating on Tuesday 30th 

April at 7.30pm at The United Reform Church, Fox Lane, N13, (entrance in Burford Gardens), to 

discuss the provision of school places. Others invited include David Burrowes MP (attendance 

confirmed) and Council Officers dealing with education and young children issues.  

 

Local Councillors are also invited by receipt of this letter.  

 

Hopefully you will be able to attend the meeting. 

 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

By e-mail 

(hard copy to follow) 

 

 

Andy Barker 

Chairman – Fox Lane & District Residents’ Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Phillip Dawson – Chair of Governors Walker School 

Liz Whincop - Headteacher Walker School 

 Bridget Evans – Programme Director Primary Expansion Programme 

 Jo Fear – Enfield Schools Admission Service 

Andrew Fraser – Enfield Director of Education 

 Doug Taylor – Leader Enfield Council 

 Rob Leak – Chief Executive Enfield Council  

 Councillors: Southgate Green, Southgate, Winchmore Hill & Palmers Green 

 David Burrowes MP 


