
Deputation Words 

My name is Gonul Daniels and my colleagues are Nicola Stapleton, Maria Licheri Alexandrou and 

Rudi Ramdarshan, unfortunately other members of our Group are unable to attend this evening. Cllr 

Ertan Hurer has kindly sponsored this deputation.  

I am the chair of a parent action group called SWEAT which is South West Enfield Action Team and 

we are campaigning for increased school provision for areas where families cannot get their children 

into their local school. We continue to receive the full support of the Fox lane & District Residents' 

Association towards our campaign. 

We are an apolitical group and we do not care who delivers the school places, whether it is Central 

Government through the Free School process or the Local Authority.  

Families who live in the Fox Lane area and those living next to the Barnet border cannot get their 

children into their local school. If you look at the map, I live on Bourne Hill so my children can’t get 

into our local school, Nicola lives on Waterfall Road and can’t get her children into her local school, 

David lives on The Mall and can’t get his children into his local school, and the list goes on. This 

situation has been allowed to continue for years. 

SWEAT were very optimistic that our need for places would be met when Ashmole Academy put in a 

Free School application and we were shocked and disappointed when the application was 

unsuccessful. I have seen the motion passed by Enfield Council and can see that this Council also 

supported the application and was disappointed with the outcome. 

The report that went to Cabinet last year was very clear section 4.1 bullet point 4 (hand-out): 

Extra Primary reception places (two forms of entry) are needed in the South West of the 

borough from September 2014. 

This has not occurred. What has been proposed for 2014 is a 1FE within close proximity of 2 primary 

schools, one of which has received high investment for expansion. The probability is that the 1FE will 

quickly be over-subscribed because of all the additional housing being built nearby. No help 

whatsoever to parents in our area. 

The report to Cabinet this evening section 4.9 (hand-out) from Andrew Fraser, the Director of 

Schools and Children’s Services clearly showed that the required school provision for the Fox Lane 

and Barnet border area would be met by Ashmole Primary School. It is now obvious that no 

contingency plans were ready should Ashmole’s 2FE not go ahead.  

The lack of places contravenes the Department for Educations surplus capacity requirements, in 

other words school places to allow for parental choice. In Andrew Fraser’s report section 4.3 (hand-

out) the Department for Education recommends a surplus of at least 5% and the Audit Commission 

suggests 10%. The national average in 2012 was 10%. 

The report shows in 4.6 (on the hand-out) that school roll projections do not take account of 

significant housing developments, and extra provision for these will have to be planned for, on top 

of the existing need - Enfield know there are a number of housing developments ongoing. 

The report shows in table 4.8 (hand-out) that surplus capacity for September 2015 is expected to be 

around 3% - not only is this far below the Department for Education’s recommendations but it 

appears that it does not take into account the new population from housing developments.  



Does this projection include Edmonton County places as shown in 4.8 (handout)? Edmonton County 

is not in South West Enfield so the report is clearly incorrect. 

As well as contravening the Department for Education’s recommendations the lack of places 

contravenes the Council’s own priorities: 

 It contravenes the fairness for all priority – families in this area know that they are being 

treated unfairly. We have no parental choice as we cannot get into our local school. A need 

for school provision was identified and parents have campaigned for over a year and yet 

there are no new places in this area. 

 It contravenes the growth and sustainability priority– school places are not being provided in 

an area of high demand 

 It contravenes the strong communities priority- the lack of school places is destroying this 

community as families move away from the area when they learn they can’t get into local 

schools. Or they have to drive across the borough to schools, creating congestion, pollution 

and parking problems. 

 

So why are SWEAT making a deputation? We want Enfield to fulfil their obligations and ensure that 

the Fox Lane and Barnet borders get the 2FE School that Council know we need, as reported last 

year by Andrew Fraser, as campaigned for by SWEAT for over a year and as identified in Andrew 

Fraser’s report for Cabinet this evening. 

As tax payers we have an expectation that reports that come to Cabinet for approval are credible 

documents and that the approval process that it goes through means something. That it means, in 

this instance that a 2FE school will happen in our area. 

We are very disappointed to be here. We don’t want to be here, but SWEAT has been listening to 

the concerns of our local community. Our community and SWEAT want the same as Cllr Ayfer Orhan 

and in fact we share the same tag line “local schools for local children.” 

What we want is for this Council to do the right thing and regenerate our community with the 2FE 

school that was promised and in the right area so that this Council meets its priorities. 

To sum up we are asking Enfield to: 

1. Create the 2FE School in the area of most need and where an expectation of provision was 

given by this Council that is in and around the Fox Lane area, and 

2. Support Ashmole Academy in its application with the Education Funding Agency (EFA), so 

they can help meet the need of school places in an area where it is required, in an area 

where demand is not being met and most importantly so that parents can send their 

children to a school that they would choose.  

Over 50% of the current Ashmole population comes from the London Borough of Enfield and 

in addition Ashmole’s Head has said that he would prioritise admissions from Enfield 

children who live in areas of need, such as in the Fox Lane area. 

Give our community what we want. Do not ignore our group because we are a minority. 


